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Fine: A Comic About 
Gender by Rhea Ewing 
As graphic artist Rhea Ewing neared college 

graduation in 2012, they became consumed by 

the question: What is gender? This obsession 

sparked a quest in which they eagerly  

approached both friends and strangers in their 

quiet Midwest town for interviews to turn into 

comics. Amidst beautifully rendered scenes 

emerges Ewingôs own story of growing up in rural 

Kentucky, grappling with their identity as a teen-

ager, and ultimately finding themself through 

art̍and by creating something this very fine. 

Tender and wise, inclusive and inviting, Fine is 

an indispensable account for anyone eager to 

define gender in their own terms.  

Canõt We Talk About 
Something More Pleasant? 
by Roz Chast 
In her first memoir, New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast brings 
her signature wit to the topic of aging parents. Spanning the 
last several years of their lives and told through four-color 

cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a narrative as 
rife with laughs as it is with tears, Chast's memoir is both 
comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the life-
altering loss of elderly parents. 
While the particulars are Chast-ian in their idiosyncrasies--

an anxious father who had relied heavily on his wife for 
stability as he slipped into dementia and a former assistant 
principal mother whose overbearing personality had  
sidelined Roz for decades--the themes are universal: adult 

children accepting a parental role; aging and unstable 
parents leaving a family home for an institution; dealing with 
uncomfortable physical intimacies; and hiring strangers to 
provide the most personal care. 

An amazing portrait of two lives at their end and an only 
child coping as best she can, Can't We Talk about  
Something More Pleasant shows the full range of Roz 
Chast's talent as cartoonist and storyteller.  

Stitches  
by David Small 
David Small, a best-selling and highly 
regarded children's book illustrator, 
comes forward with this unflinching 
graphic memoir. Remarkable and in-
tensely dramatic, Stitches tells the story 
of a fourteen-year-old boy who awakes 
one day from a supposedly harmless 
operation to discover that he has been 
transformed into a virtual muteˈa vocal 
cord removed, his throat slashed and 
stitched together like a bloody boot. 
From horror to hope, Small proceeds to 
graphically portray an almost unbelieva-
ble descent into adolescent hell and the 
difficult road to physical, emotional, and 
artistic recovery. 
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Blankets  
by Craig Thompson 
 

Blankets is the story of a young man coming of age 

and finding the confidence to express his creative 

voice. Craig Thompson's poignant graphic memoir plays out against the backdrop 

of a Midwestern winterscape: finely-hewn linework draws together a portrait of 

small town life, a rigorously fundamentalist Christian childhood, and a lonely,  

emotionally mixed-up adolescence. Under an engulfing blanket of snow, Craig 

and Raina fall in love at winter church camp, revealing to one another their  

struggles with faith and their dreams of escape. Over time though, their personal 

demons resurface and their relationship falls apart. It's a universal story, and 

Thompson's vibrant brushstrokes and unique page designs make the familiar 

heartbreaking all over again. This groundbreaking graphic novel is an eloquent 

portrait of adolescent yearning; first love (and first heartache); faith in crisis; and 

the process of moving beyond all of that. Beautifully rendered in pen and ink, 

Thompson has created a love story that lasts.  

Relish: My Life in the Kitchen 
by Lucy Knisley 
Lucy Knisley loves food. The daughter of 
a chef and a gourmet, this talented young 
cartoonist comes by her obsession hon-
estly. In her forthright, thoughtful, and 
funny memoir, Lucy traces key episodes 
in her life thus far, framed by what she 
was eating at the time and lessons 
learned about food, cooking, and life. 
Each chapter is bookended with an illus-
trated recipeˈmany of them treasured 
family dishes, and a few of them Lucy's 
original inventions. A welcome read for 
anyone who ever felt more passion for a 
sandwich than is strictly speaking prop-
er, Relish is a graphic novel for our time: it 
invites the reader to celebrate food as a 
connection to our bodies and a connec-
tion to the earth, rather than an enemy, a 
compulsion, or a consumer product.  

The Complete Persepolis 
by Marjane Satrapi 

Persepolis is the story of Satrapi's  
unforgettable childhood and coming of age 
within a large and loving family in Tehran 
during the Islamic Revolution; of the  
contradictions between private life and  
public life in a country plagued by political 
upheaval; of her high school years in Vien-
na facing the trials of adolescence far from 
her family; of her homecomingðboth sweet 
and terrible; and, finally, of her self-imposed 
exile from her beloved homeland. It is the 
chronicle of a girlhood and adolescence at 
once outrageous and familiar, a young life 
entwined with the history of her country yet 
filled with the universal trials and joys of 
growing up. Edgy, searingly observant, and 
candid, often heartbreaking but threaded 
throughout with raw humor and hard-earned 

wisdomðPersepolis is a stunning work from one of the most highly 
regarded, singularly talented graphic artists at work today.  

The Complete Maus 
by Art Spiegelman 
¶ PULITZER PRIZE WINNER Å  
A brutally moving work of artðwidely hailed as the 
greatest graphic novel ever writtenðMaus recounts the 
chilling experiences of the authorôs father during the 
Holocaust, with Jews drawn as wide-eyed mice and 
Nazis as menacing cats. Maus is a haunting tale within 
a tale, weaving the authorôs account of his tortured 
relationship with his aging father into an astonishing 
retelling of one of  history's most unspeakable trage-
dies. It is an unforgettable story of survival and a  
disarming look at the legacy of trauma.  
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 Sapiens: The Birth of Humankind  
by Yuval Noah Harari 
The first volume of the graphic adaptation of Yuval Noah Harari's 
smash #1 New York Times and international bestseller. 
 
One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans  
inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only oneðhomo sapiens. What happened to 
the others? And what may happen to us? In this first volume of the full-color 
illustrated adaptation of his groundbreaking book, renowned historian Yuval 
Harari tells the story of humankindôs creation and evolution, exploring the 
ways in which biology and history have defined us and enhanced our under-
standing of what it means to be ñhuman.ò From examining the role evolving 
humans have played in the global ecosystem to charting the rise of  
empires, Sapiens challenges us to reconsider accepted beliefs, connect past  
developments with contemporary concerns, and view specific events within 
the context of larger ideas.  
Featuring 256 pages of full-color illustrations and easy-to-understand text  
covering the first part of the full-length original edition, this adaptation of the 
mind-expanding book furthers the ongoing conversation as it introduces  
Harariôs ideas to a wide new readership. 

The Secret of Superhuman Strength  
by Alison Bechdel 
From the author of Fun Home, a profoundly affecting graphic  
memoir of Bechdel's lifelong love affair with exercise, set against a 
hilarious chronicle of fitness fads in our times 
Comics and cultural superstar Alison Bechdel delivers a deeply layered story of her 
fascination, from childhood to adulthood, with every fitness craze to come down the 
pike: from Jack LaLanne in the 60s ("Outlandish jumpsuit! Cantaloupe-sized guns!") to 
the existential oddness of present-day spin class. Readers will see their athletic or 
semi-active pasts flash before their eyes through an ever-evolving panoply of running 
shoes, bicycles, skis, and sundry other gear. But the more Bechdel tries to improve 
herself, the more her self appears to be the thing in her way. She turns for  
enlightenment to Eastern philosophers and literary figures, including Beat writer Jack 
Kerouac, whose search for self-transcendence in the great outdoors appears in  
moving conversation with the authorôs own. This gifted artist and not-getting-any-
younger exerciser comes to a soulful conclusion. The secret to superhuman strength 
lies not in six-pack abs, but in something much less clearly defined: facing her own 
non-transcendent but all-important interdependence with others. 
A heartrendingly comic chronicle for our times. 

Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea 
by Guy Delisle 
The perennial graphic novel about a ñhermit country,ò with a new cover and 
an introduction by Gore Verbinski 
While living in the nationôs capital for two months on a work visa, Delisle  
observed everything he was allowed to see of the culture and lives of the few 
North Koreans he encountered, bringing a sardonic and skeptical perspective 
on a place rife with propaganda. As a guide to the country, Delisle is a  
non-believer with a keen eye for the humor and tragedy of dictatorial whims,  
expressed in looming architecture and tiny, omnipresent photos of the  
president. The absurd vagaries of everyday life become fodder for a  
frustrated animatorôs musings as boredom and censorship sink in. Delisle 
himself is the ideal foil for North Korean spin, the grumpy outsider who 
brought a copy of George Orwellôs 1984 with him into the totalitarian nation. 
Pyongyang is an informative, personal, and accessible look at a dangerous 
and enigmatic country.  
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They Called Us Enemy by George Takei 
A stunning graphic memoir recounting actor/author/activist George Takei's 
childhood imprisoned within American concentration camps during World War 
II. Experience the forces that shaped an American icon -- and America itself -- 
in this gripping tale of courage, country, loyalty, and love. 
 
George Takei has captured hearts and minds worldwide with his captivating stage  
presence and outspoken commitment to equal rights. But long before he braved new  
frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country 
at war with his father's -- and their entire family forced from their home into an  
uncertain future. In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every  
person of Japanese descent on the west coast was rounded up and shipped to one 
of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from home, where they 
would be held for years under armed guard. They Called Us Enemy is Takei's 
firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of growing 
up under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in democracy, 
and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future. What 
does it mean to be American? Who gets to decide? When the world is against you, 
what can one person do? To answer these questions, George Takei joins co-writers 
Justin Eisinger & Steven Scott and artist Harmony Becker for the journey of a  
lifetime.  

Hyperbole and a Half  
by Allie Brosh 
 

Every time Allie Brosh posts something new on her 
hugely popular blog Hyperbole and a Half the internet 
rejoices. This full-color, beautifully illustrated edition 

features more than fifty percent new content, with ten never-before-
seen essays and one wholly revised and expanded piece as well as 
classics from the website like, ñThe God of Cake,ò ñDogs Donôt  

Understand Basic Concepts Like Moving,ò and her astonishing, 
ñAdventures in Depression,ò and ñDepression Part Two,ò which have 
been hailed as some of the most insightful meditations on the disease 
ever written. Broshôs debut marks the launch of a major new American 
humorist who will surely make even the biggest scrooge or snob 
laugh. We dare you not to. 
 

March: Book One by Lewis, Aydin, & Powell 
 
Congressman John Lewis was an American icon, one of the key figures of the civil 
rights movement. His commitment to justice and nonviolence took him from an  
Alabama sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom 
to the 1963 March on Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to 
receiving the Medal of Freedom from the first African-American president. March is a 
vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong struggle for civil and human rights,  
meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and 
segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of 
the broader civil rights movement. Book One spans John Lewis' youth in rural  
Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the  
Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation through  
nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building to a stunning climax on the steps of City Hall. 
Many years ago, John Lewis and other student activists drew inspiration from the 1958 
comic book "Martin Luther King and the Montgomery Story." Now, his own comics 
bring those days to life for a new audience, testifying to a movement whose echoes 
will be heard for generations.  
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